
GE THEME COURSES 
Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected 
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of the 
Theme. This form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections relating to 
each specific theme. 

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses seeing 
approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme.  Courses seeking 
approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission form for the 
chosen practice.  It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or appropriate support 
staff person as you develop and submit your course.  

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will be 
able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since the 
reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, names 
of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Course subject & number 

General Expectations of All Themes 
GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and 
in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal theme.  
In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or cutting-edge 
findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 words) 



Course subject & number 

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making 
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines 
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

Specific Expectations of Courses in Citizenship 
GOAL 1: Successful students will explore and analyze a range of perspectives on local, 
national, or global citizenship, and apply the knowledge, skills, and dispositions that 
constitute citizenship. 

ELO 1.1 Describe and analyze a range of perspectives on what constitutes citizenship and how it 
differs across political, cultural, national, global, and/or historical communities. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the knowledge, skills and dispositions required for 
intercultural competence as a global citizen. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will examine notions of justice amidst difference and analyze 
and critique how these interact with historically and socially constructed ideas of 
citizenship and membership within societies, both within the US and/or around the world. 

ELO 2.1 Examine, critique, and evaluate various expressions and implications of diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and explore a variety of lived experiences. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

2.2 Analyze and critique the intersection of concepts of justice, difference, citizenship, and how 
these interact with cultural traditions, structures of power and/or advocacy for social change. Please 
link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 


	Overview
	General Expectations of All Themes
	GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level than the foundations.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in ...

	Specific Expectations of Courses in Citizenship
	GOAL 1: Successful students will explore and analyze a range of perspectives on local, national, or global citizenship, and apply the knowledge, skills, and dispositions that constitute citizenship.
	GOAL 2: Successful students will examine notions of justice amidst difference and analyze and critique how these interact with historically and socially constructed ideas of citizenship and membership within societies, both within the US and/or around...


	Course subject & number: English 3121
	How does this represent advanced study in this theme?: Energy and Natural Resources in Literatures, Cultures, and MediaEnergy and other natural resources—their extraction and distribution and the impacts of both—are an increasingly crucial topic of study for any educated person. One could argue that humans have made their most outsized impact upon the world in their pursuit of extraction, and that issues around energy and natural resources are some of the most pressing concerns our students will have to face. This extraction and use does not occur in a semiotic vacuum, however. It is understood and shaped by texts, and thus English can offer an ideal vehicle for educating students in this area. The syllabus represents one approach to the topic: Blood and Oil: A Secret History:Gold and Ivory. Coal and Copper. Oil and Water. Resource extraction has ruled our history and promises to dominate our future, and yet its story remains mainly a dirty secret known only to insiders. In this class, we will unearth that secret and follow the story across continents and centuries. We’ll track it from memoirs about gold-hungry Conquistadors to novels on the nineteenth-century ivory frenzy to films on the surreal battles over West Virginia coal to soap operas about the current Dakota oil boom. In the process, Students will gain insight into extraction mythologies and aesthetics, how they have developed and why, and how they’re subtly and powerfully influencing the way we think of ourselves and our world.
	ELO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: Relevant course goals:1. Track how extraction narratives have developed and how extraction industries have impacted important literary movements, national identities, and aesthetics.2. Identify key ideas, persons, texts, and events that shaped extraction narratives.3. Read literary texts closely on your own and in class discussion, with particular attention to how they use literary techniques to shape arguments about extraction and gender, race, power, economics, environment, etc.4. Research, produce, and revise a short research paper that investigates one form of extraction or extraction narrative.5. Produce a creative group project (a short film or dramatic scene) that engages creatively with extraction narratives.
	2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme: Relevant course goals:1. Track how extraction narratives have developed and how extraction industries have impacted important literary movements, national identities, and aesthetics.2. Identify key ideas, persons, texts, and events that shaped extraction narratives.3. Read literary texts closely on your own and in class discussion, with particular attention to how they use literary techniques to shape arguments about extraction and gender, race, power, economics, environment, etc.4. Research, produce, and revise a short research paper that investigates one form of extraction or extraction narrative.Students are required to produce a final research paper "that investigates a particular form of extraction or type of extraction narrative, etc. This paper is an original piece of detective work that answers a genuine question by combining close analysis of a literary text or texts with research (on what other critics have said about the work/figure, on the author(s), on the surrounding history and culture and science if applicable, on other works that influenced the authors or literature you’re examining, etc.)." 
	1 Describe and analyze a range of perspectives on what constitutes citizenship and how it differs across political, cultural, national, global, and/or historical communities: The impacts of energy and natural resource extraction and use—particularly the inequality of many of these impacts—is a crucial component of any study of citizenship, diversity, and social justice. This course thus also fulfills the goals of Citizenship for a Just and Diverse World. It leads students to “explore and analyze a range of perspectives on local, national, or global citizenship, and apply the knowledge, skills, and dispositions that constitute citizenship.” It further teaches students how to “examine notions of justice amidst difference and analyze and critique how these interact with historically and socially constructed ideas of citizenship and membership within societies, both within the US and/or around the world.”  Students will read and discuss a range of world literature that exposes multiple perspectives on and conflicts over the definition of, as well as the rights and responsibilities of, the citizen, regarding extraction, distribution, and utilization of energy and natural resources.  Assignments detailed on the syllabus.
	2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the knowledge, skills and dispositions required for intercultural competence as a global citizen: Students will read, discuss, and then, through quizzes, testing, and other assignments, such as a research paper, be able to successfully explain the historical development of resource extraction and how it has impacted the enabling or suppression of citizenship across the globe, including in the student’s own historical situation.  Assignments detailed on the syllabus.

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: Relevant course goals: 1. Track how extraction narratives have developed and how extraction industries have impacted important literary movements, national identities, and aesthetics.2. Identify key ideas, persons, texts, and events that shaped extraction narratives.3. Read literary texts closely on your own and in class discussion, with particular attention to how they use literary techniques to shape arguments about extraction and gender, race, power, economics, environment, etc.4. Research, produce, and revise a short research paper that investigates one form of extraction or extraction narrative.5. Produce a creative group project (a short film or dramatic scene) that engages creatively with extraction narratives.The research paper and creative group project, as described on the syllabus, provide venues for identification, description, and synthesis.
	2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts: As stated on the syllabus, students will "gain insight into extraction mythologies and aesthetics, how they have developed and why, and how they’re subtly and powerfully influencing the way we think of ourselves and our world."  The research paper and final group project provide venues for reflection and self-assessment. 
	1 Examine, critique, and evaluate various expressions and implications of diversity, equity, inclusion, and explore a variety of lived experiences: Students will read and discuss a wide swath of world literature, written from a variety of racial, gender, class, and colonial perspectives, including those of peoples oppressed by extractive operations.  Assignments detailed on the syllabus.

	2: 
	2 Analyze and critique the intersection of concepts of justice, difference, citizenship, and how these interact with cultural traditions, structures of power and/or advocacy for social change: Read, discuss, research, and write about a wide swath of world literature focused on resource extraction and understand how it reflects and reflects upon the entanglement of regimes of resource extraction with structures of power—i.e., how that entanglement upholds and enables the “citizen” of some nations/peoples and disables others and how cultural traditions and movements for social justice engage in this conflict.  Assignments detailed on the syllabus.



